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IMPORTANT - PLEASE NOTE  
St Arvan’s Church is open for worship at 
10 a.m. on Sundays. Places must be 
booked and social distancing maintained 
in the building and following services. 
Again, we stress there is absolutely no 
obligation to attend in person, and that 
your own safety and health & those of 
others must remain paramount  
Our broadcast services will continue as 
follows: Sunday Eucharist at 10. a.m.  
and a reflection & celebration of Night 
Prayer on Wednesdays at  8 p.m. are live-
streamed on the St Arvans Parish Group 
page on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/vicaragecello1/   
and are available to watch at any time 

 

 

Please help to keep us informed of 

anyone who is in need or is 

isolated over the next weeks and 

months, and anyone in need of our 

prayer and support   

Parish Priest (Vicar / Rector): 

Fr Michael Gollop,  

The Vicarage, St Arvans 

01291 622064; 

Mobile 07867803479 
 

 

 

9th May 2021 

THE SIXTH SUNDAY 

OF EASTER   B 

 
 
 

 
The Collect  
 

God our redeemer, you have delivered us 
from the power of darkness and brought 
us into the kingdom of your Son: grant, 
that as by his death he has recalled us to 
life, so by his continual presence in us he 
may raise us to eternal joy; through Jesus 
Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and 
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. AMEN 
 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles   
 

While Peter was speaking, the Holy Spirit 
fell upon all who heard the word. 
The circumcised believers who had come 
with Peter were astounded that the gift of 
the Holy Spirit had been poured out even 
on the Gentiles, for they heard them 
speaking in tongues and extolling God. 
Then Peter said, ‘Can anyone withhold the 
water for baptizing these people who have 
received the Holy Spirit just as we have?’ 
So he ordered them to be baptized in the 
name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited 
him to stay for several days.   [10; 44 - 48]  
 

Reader/ This is the Word of the Lord   
Response / Thanks be to God 
 
Psalm 98 
 

R/  The Lord has made known his 
victory in the sight of the nations. 
 
Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has 
done marvellous things.  
With his right hand and his holy arm has 
he won for himself the victory.  
 

R/  The Lord has made known his 
victory in the sight of the nations. 
 

The Lord has made known his victory; 
his righteousness has he openly shown in 
the sight of the nations.  
He remembers his mercy and faithfulness 
to the house of Israel, 
and all the ends of the earth have seen 
the victory of our God.  
 

R/  The Lord has made known his 
victory in the sight of the nations. 

 
Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands; 
lift up your voice, rejoice and sing.  
Sing to the Lord with the harp, with the 
harp and the voice of song.  
With trumpets and the sound of the horn  
shout with joy before the King, the Lord.  
 

R/  The Lord has made known his 
victory in the sight of the nations. 
 

Let the sea make a noise  
and all that is in it,  
the lands and those who dwell therein.  
Let the rivers clap their hands,  
and let the hills ring out with joy  
 
before the Lord, 
when he comes to judge the earth.  
In righteousness shall he judge the world, 
and the peoples with equity. 
 

R/  The Lord has made known his 
victory in the sight of the nations. 
 
 
A reading from the first letter  
of St John   
 
Everyone who believes that Jesus is the 
Christ has been born of God, and 
everyone who loves the parent loves the 
child. By this we know that we love  
the children of God, when we love God 
and obey his commandments. For the 
love of God is this, that we obey his 
commandments. And his commandments 
are not burdensome, for whatever is born 
of God conquers the world. And this is the 
victory that conquers the world, our faith. 
Who is it that conquers the world but the 
one who believes that Jesus is the Son of 
God? This is the one who came by water 
and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water 
only but with the water and the blood. And 
the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the 
Spirit is the truth. 
                                                  [5; 1 - 6]  
 

Reader/ This is the Word of the Lord   
Response / Thanks be to God 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/vicaragecello1/


Gradual Hymn 
 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Jesus said: ‘ if anyone loves me  
he will keep my word, 
and my Father will love him,  
and we shall come to him. 
Alleluia! 
 
The Lord be with you:      
And also with you 
 
Listen to the Gospel of Christ 
according to according to St. John    
 
 R/ Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Jesus said to his disciples: 

‘As the Father has loved me,  

so I have loved you; abide in my love. 
If you keep my commandments,  
you will abide in my love,  
just as I have kept my Father’s 
commandments and abide in his love.  
I have said these things to you  
so that my joy may be in you,  
and that your joy may be complete.  
This is my commandment, that you love 
one another as I have loved you.  
No one has greater love than this,  
to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 
You are my friends if you do  
what I command you.  
I do not call you servants any longer,  
because the servant does not know  
what the master is doing;  
but I have called you friends,  
because I have made known to you  
everything that I have heard  
from my Father.  
You did not choose me but I chose you.  
And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, 
fruit that will last,  
so that the Father will give you  
whatever you ask him in my name.  
I am giving you these commands  
so that you may love one another.’ 
 
                                                [15.  9- 17] 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord     

R/ Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

 
 
 

For Your Prayers 
 

That we may be united in the love of 
Christ  
Care for God’s creation 
All hose who work on and with the land. 
The people of India.  
Those throughout the world suffering from 
the Coronavirus pandemic   - for doctors, 
nurses  and all medical staff, all carers, 
medical scientists and researchers. 
All who are isolated and alone, those 
anxious for their health and well being and 
those of their loved ones.  
For those in government throughout the 
world, that they may make informed, wise 
and compassionate decisions for the good 
of all  
 
For the Church: 
For the bishops of the Church: 
Cherry, Bishop of Monmouth, Philip, 
Episcopal Visitor of the Society of the Holy 
Cross in Wales, Jonathan, Bishop of 
Ebbsfleet; Justin, Archbishop of 
Canterbury. & for all who hold and teach 
the Catholic faith that comes to us from 
the Apostles. 
All bishops, priests and deacons and all 
baptised Christians  
For the reunion of all Christians: for Pope 
Francis, for Orthodox Patriarch 
Bartholomew, & for the leaders of the 
Reformed traditions 
 
For the Sick & those in need: 
Roy Staples, Ralph Hamilton, Patricia 
Hamilton; Sylvia; The Revd Helen 
Rodwell; Amanda Morgan;  
Kim; Elisabeth; Helen Herbert; Dave;, 
John; John Sherwood.   
 
For the Departed: 
The recently departed; our own departed 
relatives & friends, & those whose 
anniversaries of death fall at this time: 
Christopher Hogben; David Thomas, 
bishop; Douglas Cummings ; Diane 
Pattison 
 

 
 

 

Thought for the Week 
 

““True sanctity does not consist in trying to 
live without creatures. It consists in using 
the goods of life in order to do the will of 
God. It consists in using God's creation in 
such a way that everything we touch and 
see and use and love gives new glory to 
God. To be a saint means to pass through 
the world gathering fruits for heaven from 
every tree and reaping God's glory in 
every field. The saint is one who is in 
contact with God in every possible way, in 
every possible direction. He is united to 
God by the depths of his own being. He 
sees and touches God in everything and 
everyone around him. Everywhere he 
goes, the world rings and resounds 
(though silently) with the deep harmonies 
of God's glory.” 
 

Thomas Merton. Seasons of Celebration 
 

 

 

The Jereboam Interview 
 

We continue our series of extracts from 
the Jerusalem and Galilee Gazette, an 
imaginary first-century newspaper. Week 
by week the correspondent Jereboam 
interviews various people whose lives 
have been affected in some way by Jesus 
Christ and his teaching. 
 

Thanks to the Parish of St Catharine’s 
Chipping Campden & to the author for 
permission to reproduce ‘Jereboam’ 

 

Orpah 

    
Jereboam: So you feel 
uncomfortable about Jesus’ teaching that 
we should love one another? 
Orpah:   I certainly used to. It 
mainly stemmed from the difficult 
relationship I had with my late husband. 
Jereboam: You always seemed 
such a happy couple.  
Orpah:  It was complicated. To 
start with, he spotted me when I was very 
young and pursued me insistently.  
Jereboam: That’s hardly unusual. 
Orpah:  I appreciate that, but he 
wanted to create his ideal wife. He 
seemed to regard himself as my mentor, 
training me to fulfil my potential, as he saw 
it. He believed that we were each special, 
that we were a special couple … … 



unfortunately he also seemed to think that 
no-one else was good enough for me, so 
he’d teach me how to protect myself from 
my family, who otherwise could drag me 
down to their level. He’d lie to my sisters if 
he wanted to get his own way. That was a 
big thing: getting his own way. You didn’t 
dare contradict him: he could be so 
caustic. And he’d come out with all sorts 
of pearls of apparent wisdom. It was a 
long time before I realised that a lot of 
these were just wrong, but not just wrong, 
quite damagingly wrong. Look, I’m sorry: 
you didn’t need to hear all this. But you’ll 
probably see now why I found it difficult to 
hear that we should all love one another. 
Jereboam: I think I understand, 
yes. 
Orpah:  It’s complicated, as I 
said before. You see, he did love me in his 
own dominating way, and I was fond of 
him too. He was fascinating and good 
company. But it did all made me wonder 
about that particular teaching of Jesus – 
how desirable love really was. 
Jereboam: You keep mentioning 
that you found this teaching difficult, as if 
you don’t have that doubt any more. I 
hesitate to ask this, but are things maybe 
clearer now after your husband’s death? 
Orpah:    Well, yes…I’ll admit that 
I can now breathe more easily in a way. 
Also, though, I listened again to Jesus’ 
words: “Love one another, as I have loved 
you.” I had always understood that as 
“Love one another because I have loved 
you.” That immediately allows the 
prospect of anything that anyone 
considers to be love, including the 
pressurising and hurtful experience which 
I’ve described. So that’s why I was 
hesitant. But then I heard Jesus’ words 
quoted again, and I realised that he could 
also have meant: “Love one another, in 
the same way that I have loved you.” 
That’s very different, and it suggests a 
wonderful vision far beyond what I had 
experienced.  
Jereboam: If we could all love each 
other with the same love that Jesus 
showed, life would indeed be wonderful. 
Orpah:  It’s probably an 
impossible ambition though… 
   
 

 
 

 

A Prayer of Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus, I believe that you are  
in the Blessed Sacrament. 
I love you above all things,  
and I long for you in my soul. 
Since I cannot now receive you 
sacramentally, come at least  
spiritually into my heart. 
As though you have already come, 
I embrace you and unite myself entirely to 
you; never permit me  
to be separated from you. Amen.  
 

(The Confraternity  
of the Blessed Sacrament) 

  

 
This Week 

 

Today is the Sixth Sunday of Easter: we 
hear the words Jesus uses to send us into 
the world: “This is my commandment: love 
one another as I love you. No one has 
greater love than this. It was not you who 
chose me, but I who chose you and 
appointed you to go and bear fruit that will 
remain.” 
On Friday we celebrate the feast day of St 
Matthias, the apostle chosen from among 
the disciples after the Resurrection to 
replace Judas Iscariot  
Our Easter season readings continue from 
the Acts of the Apostles.. We hear of  Paul 
and Silas in jail, and the conversion and 
baptism of the jailer and his family; Paul's 
bold speech to the crowd at the 
Areopagus and his fearless preaching in 
Corinth, despite the growing threat from 
the Jews. 
As we hear the Gospels from St John's, 
we realise we are approaching Pentecost 
in a few weeks, as Jesus begins to speak 
of his leaving the earth and of the coming 
of the “Advocate” - the Spirit of Truth. The 
image of the Trinity is clear: “when the 
Advocate comes whom I will send you 
from the Father....” To his disciples, the 
idea of his leaving fills their hearts with 
grief but Jesus reassures them, “it is 
better for you that I go” so that the Spirit 
can come to them. The Spirit “will guide 
you to all truth.” “So you also are now in 
anguish. But I will see you again, and your 
hearts will rejoice, and no one will take 
your joy away from you.” Jesus 
encourages them to pray: “whatever you 
ask the Father in my name he will give 

you.” 
Next Sunday we celebrate as the 
Ascension of the Lord. The Ascension 
readings give us the accounts of the 
Jesus' being taken up to heaven from the 
beginning of Acts of the Apostles. The 
Gospel gives us another version in the last 
chapter of St  Mark.  
  

 
A Reflection for the Sixth  

Sunday of Easter   
 

+ Today's gospel reading is part of St 
John’s account of Jesus’ words to his 
closest followers on the night before he 
was arrested and crucified. They are such 
familiar words that it is easy to fall into the 
all too common trap of switching off when 
we hear it read because we think that we 
know it already. We forget that when the 
Gospel is proclaimed we have never 
heard it before - or at least we have never 
heard it addressed to each one of us as 
individuals and as part of the Church 
community in exactly the circumstances in 
which we find ourselves this morning. The 
Gospel is always fresh and always new - it 
should always speak to us for the first 
time, with the freshness and immediacy of 
Christ himself. And if it doesn’t we should 
ask ourselves what psychological barriers 
we ourselves are putting up to keep him 
out - to keep him from turning own 
particular world upside down. Because 
that’s what he does, that’s always what he 
means to do. Some people may say that 
the Church herself (in its earthly, 
institutional, guise anyway) sometimes 
does a very good job of  shielding us from 
the full impact of Our Lord’s teaching, but 
as you know that’s a thought I couldn’t 
possibly subscribe to ….  
Yet if there are any passages from the 
Gospels which should bring us up short 
and give us reason to stop and think, the 
verses we’ve just heard should come fairly 
close to the top of the list. 
In one way or another with variations 
according to the cultural and historical 
conditions of the time for close on two 
thousand years, Christians have been 
saying to anyone who cares to listen that 
it's love that makes the world go round. 
No, I’m not being flippant because we 
don’t mean the Beatles’ “love is all you 
need” or at least we mean it only with the 
explanation that true love always follows 



the pattern revealed in the life death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ 
But what really should worry us is the 
question, how much better is the world as 
a result? In today’s gospel reading, Jesus 
says:  
This is my commandment: Love one 
another, as I have loved you.  
Yet history seems so often to be a 
catalogue of  humanity’s failure to love, in 
our own lives we are so accustomed to 
seeing ourselves (if we have any self-
knowledge at all) continually fall short in 
this regard, we are so used to observing 
the very opposite of the love Our Lord 
speaks of , even in Christians, that more 
often that not we don’t so much as raise 
an eyebrow and appreciate the 
dissonance when we hear his words: Love 
one another, as I have loved you.  
Most of us, for most of the time, tend, I 
think, to pigeon-hole what we hear and 
say in church as an example of a 
wonderful but impossible ideal that has no 
place in the everyday, hard-bitten world of 
human reality. Certainly our election 
results tend to support that. Yet the truth is 
that St John's gospel is, in fact,  a pretty 
down-to-earth book written in and for a 
Church which as we know had more than 
its fair share of human problems - 
divisions, antagonisms, and misreadings 
of the message of Christ. What St John’s 
Gospel most definitely is not, contrary to 
popular myth, is the product of a kind of 
isolated, mystic idealism out of touch with 
the world as it is.  
What is difficult for us to realise, at the 
beginning of the 21st Century, is that for St 
john himself the word 'love' (“agape” in 
Greek) rarely if ever means the kind of 
private emotion the English word now 
implies, but something much more 
profound.  
'Loving’ in this sense doesn’t mean 
satisfying our own need for emotional 
fulfilment, but 'caring for somebody' (so 
that in John’s words 'no one has greater 
love than to lay down his life for his 
friends'), and 'loving God' means not 
feeling good about some kind of spiritual 
experience, but doing what God wants us 
to do. It sounds a difficult thing to 
achieve,it begs quite a number of 
questions but in fact St John himself 
provides some of the answers we are 
(literally perhaps …) dying to ask. 
We in today's gospel Jesus tells us to love 
each other as he has loved us - we are 

being called to live for each other in the 
way Christ lived and died for the world he 
came to save – with a love beyond reason 
and beyond calculation.  
Our celebration of Easter points us to the 
very heart of the Christian faith - not that 
we are called to be good, but that we are 
called to share God’s life. Christianity 
goes way beyond merely believing in God 
and following the commandments.  The 
work of Christ, the Incarnate and Risen 
Son, is to bridge the gulf between the 
Creator of all things and his creation. Our 
faith speaks to us about the union of God 
and ourselves. In mysterious some way it 
also speaks to us about the union of God 
with his whole creation.  
It allows for what the Church Fathers in 
the early centuries of the Church called 
divinisation . . .  our sharing in the life of 
God by being united to the Divine Son, 
Jesus Christ himself.  
All the talk in the New Testament about 
the Church as the Body of Christ points 
precisely to this and only this. The 
Christian life through Word and 
Sacrament is designed to do just that - 
unite us with God. It may sound like a 
radical thought for a Sunday morning but 
it’s one which has been around for two 
thousand years and it’s what our faith is all 
about. Following God’s Commandments is 
good - its essential - but Christ needn’t 
have come to earth for that - Moses and 
the prophets had already said it.  
Christ was born, suffered and was 
crucified and rose from the dead to unite 
us to God. And it’s what he does when we 
come to the altar. In his Body and Blood 
we receive not just the outward signs of 
bread and wine, but his life itself so that, 
as the Prayer of Humble Access in the old 
Prayer Book says, we may evermore 
dwell in him, and he in us.  
There’s a story handed down by St 
Jerome about the Apostle John in extreme 
old age, so frail he had to be carried into 
the congregation by his followers, 
confining he comments to the same 
words, “Little children, love one another.” 
And when he was asked why, he said, 
“because it is the Lord’s command, and if 
we only do this, it is enough.”  +     
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayers for  
Rogation Sunday 

 
Let us now pray for all creatures; the birds 
of the air, the fish of the sea, and animals 
in the wild.  We thank God that we are 
becoming aware of the threat posed to the 
natural world and we  pray for those who 
work for the protection of animals and 
their habitats. 
 

Lord in your mercy:  hear our prayer 
 

We remember especially those animals 
that are in captivity and those that are kept 
in zoos.  We pray that they may be treated 
with kindness and compassion. We pray 
too for those who seek to conserve and 
breed endangered species for release into 
the wild. 
 

Lord in your mercy:  hear our prayer 
 

We pray for animals reared on our farms 
so that we may be fed. - Lord, guide us to 
make choices that will lead to humane 
treatment and better animal welfare. 
 

Lord in your mercy:  hear our prayer 
 

Let us pray for the animals who share our 
lives. Lord, our God, we thank you for their 
love and companionship which they give 
us in our homes. Let us always look upon 
them with love and compassion and be 
sensitive to their needs. 
 

Lord in your mercy:  hear our prayer 
 

 Strengthen our resolve to protect 
endangered species in the wild. 
 Move in the hearts and minds of people 
throughout the world, that there may be a 
growing reverence amongst us 
for the life you have given them. 
 

 Lord in your mercy:  hear our prayer 
 

Every creature, every plant, 
every rock and grain of sand  
proclaims the glory of its Creator, 
worships through colour, shape,  
scent and form: a multi-sensory song 
of praise. 
Lord God, may we join  
with the whole of your creation,  
in praising you, our Creator, 
through the fragrance  
and melody of our lives. Amen 

 


