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IMPORTANT - PLEASE NOTE  

 

St Arvan’s Church is now open 

again for worship at 10 a.m. on 

Sundays. Places must  be booked 

and social distancing maintained 

in the building and following 

services. Again, we stress there is 

no absolutely no obligation to 

attend in person, and that your 

own safety and health & those of 

others must remain paramount  

Our broadcast services will 

continue as follows: Sunday 

Eucharist at 10 a.m. and 

celebration of Night Prayer on 

Wednesdays at 20.00 are  live-

streamed on the St Arvans 

Parish Group page on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/vicarage

cello1/   and are available to 

watch at any time 
 

Please help to keep us informed of 

anyone who is in need or is 

isolated over the next weeks and 

months, and anyone in need of our 

prayer and support   

Parish Priest (Vicar / Rector): 

Fr Michael Gollop,  

The Vicarage, St Arvans 

01291 622064; 

Mobile 07867803479 

 

28th February 2021 

The Second Sunday  

of Lent 
 

 
 

 

The Collect 
 

Almighty God, you show to those 

who are in error the light of your 

truth, that they may return to the way 

of righteousness: grant to all those 

who are admitted into the fellowship 

of Christ’s religion, that they may 

reject those things that are contrary to 

their profession, and follow all such 

things as are agreeable to the same; 

through our Lord Jesus Christ,  

who is alive and reigns with you,  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and for ever. AMEN  
 

A reading from the book of Genesis   
 

When Abram was ninety-nine years 

old, the LORD appeared to Abram, 

and said to him, ‘I am God Almighty; 

walk before me, and be blameless. 

And I will make my covenant 

between me and you, and will make 

you exceedingly numerous.’ Then 

Abram fell on his face; and God said 

to him, ‘As for me, this is my 

covenant with you: You shall be the 

ancestor of a multitude of nations. No 

longer shall your name be Abram, but 

your name shall be Abraham; for I 

have made you the ancestor of a 

multitude of nations. I will make you 

exceedingly fruitful; and I will make 

nations of you, and kings shall come 

from you. I will establish my 

covenant between me and you, and 

your offspring after you throughout 

their generations, for an everlasting 

covenant, to be God to you and to 

your offspring after you.’ God said to 

Abraham, ‘As for Sarai your wife, 

you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah 

shall be her name. I will bless her, and 

moreover I will give you a son by her. 

I will bless her, and she shall give rise 

to nations; kings of peoples shall 

come from her.’ 

                                   [17. 1 - 7; 15 - 16] 
 

Reader / This is the Word of the Lord   

Response / Thanks be to God 

 

 

Psalm 22,   22 - 30 
 

R/  All the ends of the earth  

shall turn to you, O Lord. 
 

Praise the Lord, you that fear him; 

stand in awe of him, O offspring of 

Israel; all you of Jacob’s line, give 

glory. 

For he does not despise nor abhor the 

poor in their poverty; neither does he 

hide his face from them; but when 

they cry to him he hears them.  
 

R/  All the ends of the earth  

shall turn to you, O Lord. 
 

My praise is of him in the great 

assembly; I will perform my vows 

in the presence of those who worship 

him. 

The poor shall eat and be satisfied,  

and those who seek the Lord shall 

praise him: ‘May your heart live for 

ever!’  
 

R/  All the ends of the earth  

shall turn to you, O Lord. 
 

All the ends of the earth shall 

remember and turn to the Lord, 

and all the families of the nations 

shall bow before him. 

For kingship belongs to the Lord; he 

rules over the nations.  
 

R/  All the ends of the earth  

shall turn to you, O Lord. 
 

To him alone all who sleep in the 

earth bow down in worship; 

all who go down to the dust fall 

before him. 

My soul shall live for him; my 

descendants shall serve him; 

they shall be known as the Lord’s for 

ever. 

They shall come and make known to a 

people yet unborn the saving deeds 

that he has done.  
 

R/  All the ends of the earth shall 

turn to you, O Lord. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/vicaragecello1/
https://www.facebook.com/vicaragecello1/


A reading from the letter of St Paul 

to the Romans        [4; 13 - 25] 
 

The promise that he would inherit the 

world did not come to Abraham or to 

his descendants through the law but 

through the righteousness of faith. If it 

is the adherents of the law who are to 

be the heirs, faith is null and the 

promise is void. For the law brings 

wrath; but where there is no law, 

neither is there violation. For this 

reason it depends on faith, in order 

that the promise may rest on grace 

and be guaranteed to all his 

descendants, not only to the adherents 

of the law but also to those who share 

the faith of Abraham (for he is the 

father of all of us, as it is written, ‘I 

have made you the father of many 

nations’) – Abraham believed in the 

presence of the God who gives life to 

the dead and calls into existence the 

things that do not exist. Hoping 

against hope, he believed that he 

would become ‘the father of many 

nations,’ according to what was said, 

‘So numerous shall your descendants 

be.’ He did not weaken in faith when 

he considered his own body, which 

was already as good as dead (for he 

was about a hundred years old), or 

when he considered the barrenness of 

Sarah’s womb. No distrust made him 

waver concerning the promise of God, 

but he grew strong in his faith as he 

gave glory to God, being fully 

convinced that God was able to do 

what he had promised. Therefore his 

faith ‘was reckoned to him as 

righteousness.’ Now the words, ‘it 

was reckoned to him,’ were written 

not for his sake alone, but for ours 

also. It will be reckoned to us who 

believe in him who raised Jesus our 

Lord from the dead, who was handed 

over to death for our trespasses and 

was raised for our justification. 
 

Reader/ This is the Word of the Lord   

Response / Thanks be to God 
 

 

 

Gradual Hymn  

 

 

 

 

The Gospel 

 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ,  

King of end-less glory 

God so loved the world 

that he gave his only Son; 

All who believe in him  

have eternal life 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, 

King of end-less glory 

 

The Lord be with you:      

And also with you 

 

Listen to the Gospel of Christ 

according to St Mark     

Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus began to teach them that the 

Son of Man must undergo great 

suffering, and be rejected by the 

elders, the chief priests, and the 

scribes, and be killed, and after three 

days rise again. He said all this quite 

openly. And Peter took him aside and 

began to rebuke him. But turning and 

looking at his disciples, he rebuked 

Peter and said, "Get behind me, 

Satan! For you are setting your mind 

not on divine things but on human 

things." He called the crowd with his 

disciples, and said to them, "If any 

want to become my followers, let 

them deny themselves and take up 

their cross and follow me. For those 

who want to save their life will lose it, 

and those who lose their life for my 

sake, and for the sake of the gospel, 

will save it. For what will it profit 

them to gain the whole world and 

forfeit their life? Indeed, what can 

they give in return for their life? 

Those who are ashamed of me and of 

my words in this adulterous and sinful 

generation, of them the Son of Man 

will also be ashamed when he comes 

in the glory of his Father with the holy 

angels."          [St Mark 8. 31-38] 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord     

Praise to you, O Christ 

 

 

 

 
 

For Your Prayers 
 

That  we may all in our daily lives take up 
our cross and follow Christ along the way 
that leads to new life 
For  those of us unable to worship in 
person that  our spiritual communions will 
give us the grace to serve Christ more 
fully. 
Those throughout the world suffering from 
the Coronavirus  - for doctors, nurses  and 
all medical staff, all carers, medical 
scientists and researchers. 
All who are isolated and alone, those 
anxious for their health and well being and 
those of their loved ones.  
For those in government throughout the 
world, that they may make informed, wise 
and compassionate decisions for the good 
of all  
 

For the Church: 
For the bishops of the Church: 
John, Archbishop of Wales; 
Cherry, Bishop of Monmouth, Philip, 
Episcopal Visitor of the Society of the Holy 
Cross in Wales, Jonathan, Bishop of 
Ebbsfleet; Justin, Archbishop of 
Canterbury. & for all who hold and teach 
the Catholic faith that comes to us from 
the Apostles. 
All bishops, priests and deacons and all 
baptised Christians  
For the reunion of all Christians: for Pope 
Francis, for Orthodox Patriarch 
Bartholomew, & for the leaders of the 
Reformed traditions 
 

For the Sick & those in need: 
Roy Staples, Ralph Hamilton, Patricia 
Hamilton; Sylvia; The Revd Helen 
Rodwell; Amanda Morgan; Naomi;  
Kim; Elisabeth; Helen Herbert; Cliff 
Edwards; Dave; Philip; Eirion, John,; 
Gareth & Barbara Howells; Carol  
 

For the Departed: 
The recently departed:  Francois Richli; 
our own departed relatives & friends, & 
those whose anniversaries of death fall at 
this time 
 



 

Thought for the Week 
 

'Be Joyful.  Keep the Faith.  

 Do the little things that you have 

heard and seen me do.' 
 

The last words of St David 

(c500 – 589) Bishop,  

 Patron of Wales 
 

 

The Jereboam Interview 
We continue our series of extracts from 
the Jerusalem and Galilee Gazette, an 
imaginary first-century newspaper. Week 
by week the correspondent Jereboam 
interviews various people whose lives 
have been affected in some way by Jesus 
Christ and his teaching. 
 

Thanks to the Parish of St Catharine’s 
Chipping Campden & to the author for 
permission to reproduce ‘Jereboam’ 
 

Rabbi Joseph 
  
Jereboam: Today I am speaking 
with Rabbi Joseph, who will be well known 
to many of our readers in Caesarea 
Philippi. Rabbi Joseph, you’ve recently 
taken an interest in the teachings of 
Jesus, haven’t you? 
Rabbi:  Yes. Many people had 
spoken to me about him enthusiastically. 
Finally last week I was able to attend one 
of his...well, ”meetings” seems too grand a 
word for it...one of his sessions. 
Jereboam: And your reaction? 
Rabbi:   I was quite bowled over, 
to tell you the truth: such integrity, such 
humility – and such an engaging man. But 
really, you know, a lot of his teaching isn’t 
that different from what the rest of us 
might say, if only we had the courage of 
our convictions. During the past week I’ve 
realised that lots of passages from the 
Scriptures relate very closely to Jesus’ 
message, except that he doesn’t water 
them down, as other people tend to do – 
myself included. Take, for example, a 
couple of texts that I’ve read in the last 
few days: “The Lord is my light and my 
help” and “You keep him in perfect peace, 
whose mind is stayed on you”. Now what 
Jesus would say, if I’ve grasped him 
correctly, is: “The Lord AND NOBODY 
ELSE is my light and my help” and “You 
keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is 

stayed on you ALL THE TIME.” He just 
gives it to you straight. 
Jereboam: I must say I’m surprised 
at his popularity, given the 
uncompromising nature of his message. 
Rabbi:  I couldn’t agree more, 
but look at them all, young and old, 
flocking to him. You know, I’m often told I 
need to make my teaching more relevant 
to modern life. Well, Jesus turns all that on 
its head: it’s not a question of him making 
himself relevant to modern life – he 
challenges you to make modern life 
relevant to his message. 
Jereboam:  So you’ll continue your 
interest in his teaching? 
Rabbi:  Definitely: we can all 
learn, even at my age. 
Jereboam: I’m glad to hear that. 
  

A Prayer of Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus, I believe that you are  
in the Blessed Sacrament. 
I love you above all things,  
and I long for you in my soul. 
Since I cannot now receive you 
sacramentally, come at least  
spiritually into my heart. 
As though you have already come, 
I embrace you and unite myself 
entirely to you; never permit me  
to be separated from you. Amen.  
(The Confraternity of the Blessed 
Sacrament) 

  

This Week 
 

On the Second Sunday of Lent we hear in 
the Book of Genesis the call of the 
patriarch Abraham. In the Letter to the 
Romans St Paul writes both of Abraham’s 
vocation and his saving faith. In the 
Gospel, Jesus predicts his death and 
resurrection and rebukes Peter for not 
understanding what it is the Son of Man 
must do. Jesus tells his disciples that they 
must take up their cross and follow him.  
 

Monday (March 1st) is St David’s Day.  
 
Throughout the second week of Lent  we 
will be taught by Jesus about the simple 
lessons of being his followers. “Whoever 
exalts himself will be humbled; but 
whoever humbles himself will be exalted.” 
Jesus predicts his passion again. Again, 
they misunderstand, and so he says, 

“whoever wishes to be great among you 
shall be your servant.” Jesus tells the 
Pharisees a parable about a poor man 
and a rich man. The rich man asks 
Abraham to warn his brothers about the 
consequences of this behaviour. Abraham 
answers: “If they will not listen to Moses 
and the prophets, neither will they be 
persuaded if someone should rise from 
the dead.” Then Jesus tells the scribes 
and religious leaders the parable about 
the farmer whose servants were abused 
by his tenants. Finally, they killed his own 
son. Jesus concludes, “the Kingdom of 
God will be taken away from you and 
given to a people that will produce its 
fruit.” While tax collectors and sinners are 
being drawn to Jesus the Pharisees 
complain, “This man welcomes sinners 
and eats with them.” So Jesus tells them 
the parable of the Prodigal Son. 
 

Next Sunday,  the Third Sunday of Lent, 
we hear read the Ten Commandments, 
and in the Gospel witness Jesus driving 
the money changers out of the temple. He 
says, “Destroy this temple and in three 
days I will raise it up.” St John's 
Gospel tells us  "therefore, when he was 
raised from the dead, his disciples 
remembered that he had said this, and 
they came to believe the Scripture and the 
word Jesus had spoken." 

 

A Reflection  
for the Second Sunday of Lent   
 

+ We find ourselves just a week and a half 
into the Church's Lenten journey toward 
Easter. Lent is our annual reminder that 
God is calling us to holiness of life and 
that the path we have to follow involves 
repentance – a change of mind and heart 
- and certain attitude of self-forgetfulness 
and spiritual renewal. Lent is a period of 
six weeks or so when we try to make extra 
space to allow the grace of God to 
permeate our lives. 
The season of Lent, forty days like Jesus' 
forty days in the wilderness, gives us an 
opportunity to reflect on our lives and 
discern where we are going wrong, where 
we are falling short of the mark: indulging 
that tendency to look after ourselves first; 
falling for the temptation to put ourselves 
at the centre of the universe, to put others 
down for own advantage, or to ignore 
those in need because it’s inconvenient to 



think about it, or it unsettles our view of 
the world.  
The temptations Our Lord underwent in 
the desert are the challenges the Christian 
life presents us with all the time - the 
temptations to forget who we really are, to 
use our religion for personal gain, or 
perhaps, more insidiously still, for 
psychological reinforcement, to be 
dazzled by thoughts of power and control 
or by the commercial and economic 
realities of the world; in fact, to do almost 
anything to avoid paying the cost of 
discipleship. Above all perhaps, it’s the 
temptation of failing to appreciate the 
nature of our relationship with God and 
the quite extraordinary grace, freedom 
and dignity that is offered us. We can’t say 
this enough: in a consumer society and - 
as part of it whether we like it or not - we 
can so easily fall into the trap of treating 
God and our neighbour as yet more 
products to be consumed or disposed of. 
But our faith isn’t part of the leisure 
industry, it‘s about our future as part of the 
kingdom of God - about our living by the 
standards and values of the Gospel - both 
now and in the life to come 
The point about this season is that it’s not 
meant to be a time for feeling sombre or 
severe. Lent - the Church’s springtime, is 
a great gift - an opportunity  - to allow the 
grace of God to work in our lives - to open 
ourselves up and let the voice of God 
soak into our lives through prayer, through 
a certain amount of sensible self-discipline 
and simplification, and by trying to redirect 
our attention towards those who are in 
need of our help in some way.  
But we’re not trying to save ourselves by 
what we do in Lent; we know that God has 
already saved us by Christ’s death and 
resurrection. We will only be making an 
extra effort in the next six weeks or so to 
give him our attention more fully and to 
give his grace a chance to work in us. And 
that‘s the key to everything we‘ve been 
talking about this morning: the free gift of 
the Easter life of God‘s Son which is 
offered to us all. Lent is about  unblocking 
our hearts and our minds and putting on 
one side those things which so often get in 
the way. Hence the Lenten observances 
of  prayer, self-denial and acts of 
generosity and service (which is really 
what almsgiving means for us). As 
someone has said,  Lent is a three course 
meal.  

Today’s Gospel passage from St Mark 
come immediately after he is recognised 
by Peter, and then the other apostles, as 
the Messiah. Jesus, of course,  accepts 
being identified with the awaited Messiah, 
but not with the idea of the Messiah which 
had taken hold of the popular  
imagination at the time. For most people, 
the Messiah was seen as a political leader 
who would liberate Israel from Roman 
domination and establish the kingdom of 
God on earth by military force. Jesus 
needs to correct that assumption which 
was shared even by his own closest 
disciples, the apostles. The harsh words 
addressed to Peter, designed to shake 
him out a belief in a violent liberation 
struggle, "Get behind me, Satan!" is, of 
course, couched in identical language to 
that he used to the tempter of the desert.  
Jesus is striving to make it very clear that 
the Messiah - the Christ -  has to be 
identified with the suffering servant of 
Yahweh, and – more than that - that God 
himself - in an act of almost reckless 
compassion - has to identify totally with 
the sufferings of his people and to die – as 
we all die - in order to restore and heal the 
brokenness of humanity.  
Peter’s intervention, then- put down so 
emphatically by Jesus - is an example of  
a purely human point of view – a 
passionately held but wholly inadequate 
short-cut - which doesn’t measure up to 
the profound mystery of the task ahead of 
him.  
“If anyone would come after me let him 
deny himself and take up his cross and 
follow me…Whoever loses his life for my 
sake and the Gospel's will save it”     (Mk 
8.34).  
This Lent and every Lent, through the 
practice of prayer, self-denial and service, 
we are given the means, and supplied 
with the grace necessary, to make our 
way to Easter with our hearts and minds 
purified and renewed. It’s up to us to make 
use of the opportunity – the gift we are 
presented with. .  
Here at the altar we are fed by the eternal 
sacrifice which results from those words of 
Jesus in today’s Gospel - by his life being 
'poured out' and 'given up' for us. And, for 
our part, when we come to the altar we 
also offer ourselves - our lives - as part of 
his mission to transform the world. Here at 
the altar, we come to share the 
resurrection life Christ has gained by his 
victory. + 

Saint David 
Feast day March 1st 

 

According to tradition and legend,  
St David was born around the year 500 on 
a cliff top near Capel Non on the coast of  
South-West Wales during a  wild storm. 
Both his parents were descended from 
Welsh princes.  
The site of David’s birth is marked near  
St. David’s Cathedral.by the ruins of a tiny 
ancient chapel close to a holy well and the 
more recent 18th century chapel 
dedicated to his mother St Non. 
The young David received a monastic 
education under St Paulinus at the 
community of Hen Fynyw, and was 
ordained priest.   
He was known as a vegetarian who ate 
only bread, herbs and vegetables and who 
drank only water, David became known as 
Aquaticus or Dewi Ddyfrwr (the water 
drinker) in Welsh.  David travelled 
throughout Wales and much of Britain 
and, tradition says, made a pilgrimage to 
Jerusalem where he was consecrated 
bishop. He founded several monasteries  
including those of Glastonbury  and one at 
Menevia (St. Davids) which he made his 
bishops seat. He was named Archbishop 
of Wales at the Synod of Brefi (Llandewi 
Brefi), in Ceredigion in 550. 
The best known miracle associated with 
David is said to have taken place when he 
was preaching in the middle of a large 
crowd at the Synod of Llanddewi Brefi.  
When those at the back complained that 
they could not hear him, the ground on 
which he stood is reputed to have risen up 
to form a small hill so that he could be 
seen and heard by everyone.  A white 
dove then settled on his shoulder, seen as 
a sign of God's grace and blessing. 
Monastery life under St David was strict 
and austere, the monks having to cultivate 
their land and pull  the plough. Crafts were 
important – beekeeping, in particular., as 
the monks had to keep themselves fed as 
well as provide food and lodging for 
travellers and pilgrims. They also cared for  
the poor and the sick.. 
St David died on 1 March 589 A.D., at 
Menevia, where St Davids Cathedral now 
stands..  
St David’s symbols are the white dove  the 
leek, and the daffodil, often seen in bloom 
on his feast day. 

 
 


