
St Arvans Church On line Community Bulletin  Wednesday 16th December   
 
Night Prayer: Tonight, Wednesday, at 8pm 
https://www.facebook.com/pg/vicaragecello1/videos/?ref=page_internal 

 
St Arvans church will be open for 10am Holy Eucharist on Sunday, 20th December.  
Places must be reserved in advance.  Post a COMMENT on this website if you wish to attend 

and do not receive our local Newsletter and we will get back to you as soon as we are able. 

Sunday Eucharist will continue to be live-streamed as before, at 
https://www.facebook.com/pg/vicaragecello1/videos/?ref=page_internal 

 

 

St Arvans online        

 

Live service stream : https://www.facebook.com/pg/vicaragecello1/videos/?ref=page_internal 

Facebook : St Arvan’s Parish group – please like us and become a follower  

 

Webpage at:   www.starvanschurch.org.uk 

Instagram:    starvanschurch 

Twitter:     St Arvans Church  @Arvanschurch 

 

Please send any contributions for this bulletin to starvanschurchnews@btinternet.com 

Christmas 2020 

Sunday 20th December: A Concert of Seasonal Music for the 4th Sunday of 

Advent.  4pm and 6pm in St Arvans Church.  

Something for everyone - music ranging from Bach to Rudolph. Tickets £12.50 from Kate or 

Father Michael.  Under 16s free (if accompanied by an adult).  

Wednesday 23rd December: Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols, by 

Candlelight.  6pm in St Arvans Church.  

Carols will be sung by a small choir.  Although this is of course free, you must book your 

seat with Kate or Father Michael, because of the Covid restrictions. 

Christmas Eve: Thursday 24th December: Midnight Mass at 10pm in St 

Arvans Church. 

Christmas Day: Friday 25th December:  Chrismas Morning Eucharist 10am in 

St Arvans. Please book places. 

Outdoor service 9am in Devauden.  

 

Please book as soon as possible for the Christmas Eve and Christmas Day 

services.   

We are awaiting confirmation, but it seems most likely that the churches will be closed again 

from Boxing Day. 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/vicaragecello1/videos/?ref=page_internal
https://www.facebook.com/pg/vicaragecello1/videos/?ref=page_internal
https://www.facebook.com/pg/vicaragecello1/videos/?ref=page_internal
http://www.starvanschurch.org.uk/
mailto:starvanschurchnews@btinternet.com


 

Prayer and Meditation 

It is not enough to accept the invitation to follow the Lord; one must be open 

to a journey of conversion, which changes the heart.       Pope Francis 

 
Isaiah 45: 5-8, 18-25 
 
I am the LORD, and there is no other; besides me there is no god.  I arm you, though you do 
not know me, so that they may know, from the rising of the sun and from the west, that 
there is no one besides me;  I am the LORD, and there is no other.    

I form light and create darkness,  I make weal and create woe; I the LORD do all these 
things.  Shower, O heavens, from above,  and let the skies rain down righteousness; 
let the earth open, that salvation may spring up, and let it cause righteousness to sprout up 
also;   I the LORD have created it.  For thus says the LORD, who created the heavens  (he is 
God!), who formed the earth and made it (he established it; he did not create it a chaos,  he 
formed it to be inhabited!): I am the LORD, and there is no other.  I did not speak in secret, in 
a land of darkness; I did not say to the offspring of Jacob, “Seek me in chaos.”  I 
the LORD speak the truth, I declare what is right. 
Assemble yourselves and come together, draw near, you survivors of the nations! those 
who carry about their wooden idols, and keep on praying to a god that cannot save.  Declare 
and present your case; let them take counsel together! Who told this long ago? Who 
declared it of old? Was it not I, the LORD?  There is no other god besides me, a righteous God 
and a Savior; there is no one besides me.  Turn to me and be saved, 
all the ends of the earth! For I am God, and there is no other.  By myself I have sworn, from 
my mouth has gone forth in righteousness a word that shall not return:  “To me every knee 
shall bow, every tongue shall swear.”    Only in the LORD, it shall be said of me, are 
righteousness and strength;  all who were incensed against him  shall come to him and be 
ashamed.  In the LORD all the offspring of Israel shall triumph and glory. 

 

A reading from the Gospel of St Luke. 1: 46-55 

And Mary said, My soul doth magnify the Lord, 

And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 

For he hath regarded the low estate of his handmaiden: for, behold, from 
henceforth all generations shall call me blessed. 

For he that is mighty hath done to me great things; and holy is his name. 

And his mercy is on them that fear him from generation to generation. 

He hath shewed strength with his arm; he hath scattered the proud in the 
imagination of their hearts. 

He hath put down the mighty from their seats, and exalted them of low degree. 



He hath filled the hungry with good things; and the rich he hath sent empty away. 

He hath helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy; 

As he spake to our fathers, to Abraham, and to his seed for ever. 

=========================================================================================== 

Music 

Voces8 Sing the Magnificat by Palestrina.  Beautiful ! 

VOCES8: Magnificat Primi Toni - Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina - YouTube  

I think we all need something uplifting, so here is For Unto Us a Son is Born, sung by the magnificent 

Mormon Tabernacle Choir.  There is something amazing about 300 voices joining together like this! 

Handel's Messiah: For Unto us a Child is Born, Tabernacle Choir - YouTube 

 

On the lighter side 

 Since I don’t like dried fruit, Christmas sweets – mince pies, pudding, cake – are all out as 

far as I am concerned.  So each year when I was growing up, my mother would make me a 

special chocolate log cake, which the rest of the family were not allowed to share!  I would 

have the first slice on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day, and then steadily munch my way 

through the rest of it during the twelve days of Christmas (a happy coincidence, with my 

birthday being on the 5th January!)  More recently, I started making the cake myself, and for 

the past 4 years, have been sharing it with my family, as I spent Christmas with them in 

Australia.  

One consolation during the post-Christmas lockdown this year will be not having to share my 

log cake with anyone else !!! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j9naa5YvyDU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FJ9wS2J0GOs

